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Work achieved so far

· Lewisham Council, Lewisham PCT, Lewisham maternity services and other partners have been working together to improve the following:

· early access to maternity care

·  the quality of the first access visit

· early identification and support to vulnerable women and families

· The Low Birth-weight and Early Access to Maternity Care Project commenced in May 2007 and has helped  increase early access to maternity care through earlier bookings (in March 2008, 66% of women were booked for pregnancy care before the twelfth week of pregnancy). This initiative included a programme of monthly pre-conception/early pregnancy information sessions that have promoted earlier access and have provided a useful opportunity to gain information and support for women planning a baby or women and their partners in early pregnancy. 

· Through the local Safeguarding Children Board, Lewisham Council, Lewisham PCT and University Hospital Lewisham are also working together to develop a tool to identify early in pregnancy those women who have social needs which may adversely affect their health or that of their children. 

· We also plan to work jointly on support that can be offered to vulnerable families which including those families that would not normally meet the threshold for social services support.

