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Equalities National Council


Julie is a Black Disabled Parent and Chief Executive Director of EQUALITIES National Council of Disabled People and Carers from Black and Minority Ethnic Communities. EQUALITIES is the SOLE COUNCIL of its kind in EUROPE. 
For 26 years, Julie has been deeply involved in developing Black (BME) Community driven strategies directly on improving the well-being, representation and social inclusion of those communities.
Over the past 10 years, along with a team of dedicated individuals and supportive organizations, her energies have been focused on developing: recognized, sustainable, Local, National and International BME Disabled People and Carer driven agencies.

 The purpose of EQUALITIES NATIONAL COUNCIL:

· Through Advocacy, representation, service user involvement, Training and volunteering, enhance the confidence of individuals and empower, support and assist Disabled People and Carers to gain and sustain equality.
· Impact on Government agencies to ensure the processes of; policy development, consultation, and implementation, are in tune with the needs of BME Disabled People and Carers.

· Mainstream our holistic and innovative working practices as cross cutting services throughout statutory sector service provision and delivery, across the 9 regions of England, the U.K and Europe.

Disabled People and Carers quality of life and well-being depend so much on service providers getting it right.

It is therefore crucial that the Government and its wide range of local, regionally and National agencies, work in equitable partnership with BME driven agencies.
The underlying vision for such partnerships should be to recognize, and abolish the multiple Inequalities and Social Exclusion which form the many barriers that undermine the value of BME Disabled People and Carers, across the spectrum of Health, Social Well being and Care, Housing, Employment, Volunteering, Education, and Crime.

Through Julies work she has advised on a variety of boards, all of which have of course benefited from her Entrepreneur style and wealth of grass roots knowledge. Her commitment to the cause is by no means to be underestimated. 
“There will come a time when BME communities are recognized and accepted as equal members of society – the question is when? Many answers have already been determined through the hundreds of documented research, literature, consultations and questionnaires; however, change is extremely slow.
The Advisory Boards, Agencies advised, and Awards gained are:

· A Fellow of The Royal Society of Arts – Fellowship Awarded 2004

· A fellowship award from the Millennium Trust – 2002

· The Dept of Health –Advisor NSF Long Term Conditions Framework 
· The Big Lottery Fund – Advisor on Equality, Race and Disability
· Mayor of London – Awarded Millennium Londoner for Achievement in Communities 2000

· The Dept of Work and Pensions – Advisor to Minister for Disabled People
· CSIP  DRE –National Lead for Service User and Carer Engagement
· The National Institute of Clinical Excellence – Partners Council

· Local Strategic Partnerships/Community Empowerment Networks

· The Joseph Rowntree Foundation – Advisor on Equality and Diversity
· Royal College of Psychiatrist – Advisor Mental Health Guidelines for NICE

· Social Exclusion Unit  - Office of the Deputy Prime Minister

· Small Business Service/Social Enterprises – Dept for Trade and Industry (DTi)
· Lectured for Goldsmiths University in Health, Social Care and Disability studies

· Disability Rights Commission – Race, Disability and Human Rights Advisor
· The Prime Ministers Strategy Unit – Advisor on ILCDP Strategy
· Royal Society for Promotion of Health – Board member on NGO Forum
· Expert on Direct Payments, Individual Budgets and Self Directed Support for BME Communities
· Advise a number of Ministers, across Health and Social Care on policy and implementation affects on bme communities

· The Cabinet Office/OCPA – Mentoring and Leadership for Disabled People
· Chairperson of the UK Coalition of Disability Rights Europe  
· National Volunteer of the Year Winner 2005 London Regional Champion
