BARNIE CHOUDHURY
Barnie Choudhury started his broadcasting career in 1981. He joined the BBC as a trainee in 1986. Barnie spent eight years in local radio before being on the starting team at Radio Five Live. 

In 1996 he joined BBC East Midlands’ as its first ever Community Affairs Correspondent concentrating on bringing stories affecting BME communities into mainstream reporting. 

In 2001 Barnie returned to the national stage joining BBC News. Among the stories he broke were the “no-go zones” in Oldham and links between the BNP and Sikh and Hindu groups as well as several immigration and asylum stories. 

He reported from the front line of the Northern riots in 2001 and examined the effects of the terror raids and the consequences of the July 2005 bombings in London on Muslim communities. Barnie’s won several national and international awards for broadcasting.

Barnie’s currently a News Correspondent for weekend news programmes. Yet his real love is going into the communities and meeting, hearing and reporting the remarkable lives of so called “ordinary people”. 

Mental health issues have always been a big passion for Barnie. He worked with the eminent academic Lord Patel of Bradford and his Centre for Ethnicity and Health at the University of Central Lancashire recording the thoughts of service users.  

In the past Barnie’s also been a diversity trainer for the BBC. He’s just started his tenth year in academia, after taking up the post as a Senior Lecturer at the University of Lincoln’s School of Journalism. 

This year he received the honour of being included in the “Who’s Who in the World 2009”. The Who’s Who Publications Board writes: “Inclusion is limited to those individuals who have demonstrated outstanding achievement in their own fields of endeavour and who have contributed significantly to the betterment of contemporary society”. 
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