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Work undertaken by Barnet PCT in regards to maternity care
1. 
A Needs Assessment has been completed which has identified the following:
· Barnet’s population demographic in terms of estimated population growth
· Current maternity provision for Barnet residents, which has identified gaps in service provision specifically in terms of the level of variation between providers in the following areas:- 
· access to antenatal screening, 
· capacity

· caesarean section rates

· peri-natal mental health provision. 
· The main issues facing maternity provision for Barnet residents are:- 
· improving early access (by 12 weeks) to maternity for all Barnet women based on need and choice
· planning for the rising birth rate
· planning for socio-economic and demographic changes and trends
· developing and supporting the workforce to deliver a safe service.
2.
The PCT has developed a Maternity Care Pathway with local providers and GP’s.  This focuses specifically on supporting antenatal care provision for all Barnet residents.  The pathway includes obstetric care and governs the period preconception, ante natal, intra partum and post natal care.
3. There is close working with GP’s and main providers of antenatal care delivery in order to improve the referral process for antenatal screening. 
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